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Apart from the hypocaust heating of
the Romans, steam heating is the oldest
form of central heating, yet it dates from
less than 200 years ago. Any type of
steam boiler can be used, but in the
majority of installations cast-iron sec-
tional boilers are used, although shell,
smoke tube or water tube boilers will be
iound. Cast-iron is the most suitable
material for the boilers, but its application
is limited to low pressure systems.*

Prime energy used can be any type
of solid, liquid or gaseous fuel, burnt

1 *Advantages of cast-iron boilers are that
they require little space and that they can be
easily built up on site, each part beine
sufficiently light for transport wS
machinery and small enough to pass through
staircases and doors.                                *

. Independent hot-water boiler.
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200. Cast-iron boilers, suitable for the central heating of a small block of fiats.

